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haughty disinterest which ennobles the most important
part of his work, Talleyrand seems to have the right of
precedence over all the statesmen who have appeared in
the Western world since the Revolution. During the
eighteen months when at long last he was able to guide
world affairs himself, after having been for so many yeais
the executive of leaders who should have been his secre-
taries, he overcame the greatest panic ever to devastate
history, created a world which was to outlive him for
a century, helped Alexander to save Western civilization,
and left a work which had no faults. I believe he is the
only statesman in history for whom this honor can be
claimed. But he was to remain in power only a year and
a halt A few months after signing the treaty, Louis XVIII
took advantage of the complications and difficulties pro-
voked by the Hundred Days and the second Treaty of
Paris, to dismiss him. He was a married bishop and an
outcast noble in spite of his princely title; he had served
the Revolution, and pleaded the indefensible cause of the
due d'Enghien before Europe. In short, the order which
he had reconstructed immediately drove out its creator,
whose existence had been one long discord after another.
His strange and implacable fate never-let him go: the
great dissenter was dismissed by the very laws which, he
had established. He did not complain then, any more than
he had ever complained. Only once was he to remind
the world of the abominable violence which had vic-
timized him in youth and which explains all his misfor-
tunes as well as excuses many of his mistakes. This was
in his letter to the Pope which he signed on the last day
of his life, less than twenty-four hours before dying. "The
respect I owe to those who gave me birth does not prevent
me from saying that all my youth was devoted to a pro-
fession to which I was not born " But a century weakened
by romanticism was not to understand this sttence any
better than his actions and his principles.
1 Louis XVIII was a monarch of the Old Regime who be-